
CAVE CREEK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 93 
Business Meeting of the Governing Board 

Monday, September 14, 2020 
   Time:  6:00 pm  
   Place:  District Governing Board Room 
      33016 N 60th St., Scottsdale, AZ  85266 

Members of the Board               
Kathryn Hill, President 

James Rich, Vice President 
Scott Brown, Member 

Janet Busbee, Member 
Beth Hatcher, Member 

 
The Governing Board reserves the right to move into executive session for the legal advice with its attorneys for any item listed on the Agenda, in person or by telephone, 
pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03.A.3.   
 
Additional information or documentation regarding Public Agenda Items may be available for the public to review in the Office of the Superintendent. 
 
The District endeavors to make all public meeting s accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 48 hours advance notice, special assistance can also be provided for sight 
and/or hearing impaired persons at public meetings.  Please call (480) 575-2016 to request an accommodation.  Spanish Translation is available. 
 
Members of the Governing Board will attend either in person or by telephone conference call.  The Board reserves the right to change the order of items on the agenda, 
with the exception of public hearings set for a specific time.   
 

APPROVED MEETING MINUTES 
 

1. OPENING  
1.1 Call to Order: Business Meeting was called to order at 6:00pm.  Board Members present:  Ms. Kathryn Hill, President; 
Mr. James Rich, Vice President; Mr. Scott Brown, Ms. Janet Busbee and Ms. Beth Hatcher members, were present. Dr. 
Debbi Burdick, Superintendent, Mr. Tim Leedy, Chief Financial Officer and Dr. Jana Miller, Associate Superintendent of 
Teaching & Learning were present.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.   Motion passed unanimously 
with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye 
and Member Hatcher voting aye.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 
1.6 President’s Report:  President Hill said it was an exciting start to the school year and school was going well. 
 

A.  Board Comments:   None received. 
 

1.7 Superintendent’s Report:  Dr. Burdick shared good news with the Board.  She thanked Kade Doran, former Desert 
Willow Roadrunner and a current Cactus Shadows High School Falcon who helped DWES kinder classrooms prepare for 
school as part of his Eagle Scout project.  He made clear partitions that sit on the student tables.  Pictures are on CCUSD’s 
Facebook page; Black Mountain Elementary School's amazing fourth grade teachers used Project Based Learning to 
provide authentic learning experiences for their students. With the use of penpalschools.com, students completed projects 
and interacted with students from around the world. The students learned about the science behind COVID, how people 
have been affected around the world, and about frontline workers.  As a part of the experience, students were able to 
choose a project to either show support for frontline workers or share their learning with others.  Some students posted 
posters in their yards, some took flyers to a hospital, while others made cookies and signs for the local fire department.  
(One student raised $76.78 to donate plants for the nurse stations at the Mayo Hospital); and she congratulated Katianna 
Blackwell-Scott, Cactus Shadows Senior, who has achieved the National Merit Scholarship Semifinalist level. Katianna 
has a 4.75 weighted GPA. She is ranked 8th in her class out of 477 students. She scored a perfect 36 on her ACT and a 
1470 on her PSAT. Katianna is a varsity/club diver and volunteers at the National Charity League, Mom's Pantry, Teen 
Lifeline, and Puppy Love. Katianna exemplifies Falcon Pride! 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Call to the Public:  Three public comments were received.  Chris Hazeltine regarding the Board’s previous decision for 
opening; Jill McLyn regarding teachers’ concerns; and Cadi Angeli regarding the September 8th school start date.   
 
3. PRESENTATIONS/INFORMATION/REPORTS   
3.1 World Language Director’s Report:  Dr. Miller introduced the item and Cristina Ladas, Director of World Languages.  
Ms. Ladas reviewed her power point.  Slide one reviewed Program Goals; slide two reviewed CCUSD’s History with World 
Language; slide three highlighted Spanish (BMES & DSA) and Chinese (HTES & LMES) added to Preschool in 2019-
2020 School year; slide four noted CSHS accredited to receive F1 International Students;  slide five  is a recap of the 
World Language Program; slide six reviewed the language immersion programs with two videos; slide seven contained 
a video of a BMES student while distance learning; slides eight and nine highlighted media releases.   CCUSD has the 
only public school in the  state of  AZ accredited  by the Embassy of Spain  (DWES).   The  Chinese  and  French 
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Programs are strong.  CCUSD welcomed some of the fourteen international teachers this year.  CCUSD initiated the Seal 
of Biliteracy and then legislation was put it into place. CCUSD boasts the highest percentage of a senior class receiving 
the Seal of Biliteracy.   

 
3.2 Instruction & Innovation Director’s Report:  Dr. Miller introduced the item and Dr. Nancy Pratt, Director of 
Instruction & Innovation.  Dr. Pratt reviewed her power point.  Her position has morphed over the years which shows the 
leadership here at CCUSD to change with the times.  Slide one reviewed the mission; slide two reviewed the Tech Cadre 
(an exceptional group of leaders on their campuses); slide three reviewed the Instructional Focus and the Core 
Philosophies; slide four reviewed the Educational Technology & Innovation Plan; slide five reviewed the 5 Key Challenges 
As Determined from Needs Assessments Fall/Spring 2019-20; slide six reviewed the Instruction & Innovation approaches 
of the department.  Dr. Pratt acknowledged Tina Hasher, who supports four directors in the Teaching & Learning 
Department and Lori Mar who implements CLEVER, Canvas and is the technical webmaster.  She also acknowledged 
Alissa Gould who revisited Digital Citizenship and hosted  two cohorts for  teachers over the summer for  developing a 
culture of digital citizenship.  Slide seven reviewed some of the Professional Learning that is ongoing throughout the year.  
Staying positive and supporting teachers is the name of the game.  She highlighted CCUSD having the highest percentage 
of Nationally Board Certified teachers in the district in the state and noted that Dr. Janelle Perrin and Christine Huguley, 
along with Dr. Pratt support these candidates.   Slide seven has links to flipgrid videos that evidence the innovation and 
learning happening in CCUSD.   Member Busbee asked if the Digital Citizenship was different than what Dr. Strohman’s 
program?  Dr. Pratt said yes, it is different and it was brought to the Board and approved by the Board last year.  She 
continued that Ms. Gould pulled together resources from Commonsense Media.  They are on the Google site together, 
grade level appropriate and ready for the teachers to use.   

 
3.3 Annual Bond Report:  Mr. Leedy introduced the item.  This is required by ARS 15-491K to provide an update on 
capital improvements financed with bonds.  This is the last of these reports as there is now a zero balance.  Mr. Leedy 
read the item cover.   

 
4. ACTION CONSENT:  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Motion passed unanimously with 
President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye and 
Member Hatcher voting aye. 
 
5. OLD BUSINESS  
  
6.   NEW BUSINESS 
6.1 Legendary Teacher Resolution:  President Hill read the item and read the Resolution.  Member Brown moved, 
Member Busbee second.  Motion passed unanimously with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; 
Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye and Member Hatcher voting aye. 
 
6.2 Superintendent/District Goals for 2020-2021:  Dr. Burdick introduced the item.  The schools look at these goals 
and align their goals so that the District is in sync.  The goals under the first bullet are from the Strategic Plan.  The second 
goal was from last spring.  Last spring the AzMERIT was not required by action of the Governor and the Legislature.  We 
have heard there won’t be a waiver from the Federal Government for this year.   Last year, the Department of Education 
in Washington, DC gave our state a waiver.  There was no measurement last year.  The students missed the last quarter 
of school, missed a month in August and were online.  Our teachers did a fabulous job of keeping the students engaged 
but it’s not the same as being in classrooms.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Member Hatcher 
said that increasing scores is nearly impossible and a highly unrealistic expectation to put upon the teachers.  She noted 
that it’s been two years from a test and the students missed a whole quarter of face to face instruction.  There’s been a 
lot of instability.   Dr. Burdick noted the strategic plan goals – Create a student-focused environment that enhances and 
promotes learning and Explore and secure resources to support innovative learning and creativity for students and staff 
– there’s just no test associated with those.  Member Hatcher asked to delete the “increase scores” and replace with “use 
for informational purposes only”.  President Hill asked if the test scores were used for evaluation.  Dr. Burdick said it was 
a measurement for the Superintendent and a goal for the District.  She noted that CCUSD hasn’t heard what the state 
will use for letter grades this year as they are associated with these tests.  CCUSD has to give the test, the legislation 
hasn’t relaxed the letter grade associated with the test and CCUSD won’t know until January when they convene.  Member 
Hatcher wanted to amend the motion to use 2021 AzM2 test for benchmark purposes as this is a new test.  Dr. Burdick 
suggested it being used as a baseline since it’s a new test.  Member Hatcher requested getting rid of the “increase scores” 
and replace with “use as a baseline for the future”.  Dr. Miller said there will be a gap because there was no test last year 
and there was a different test the year before.  She suggested CCUSD students in 3rd through 8th and 10th will take the 
AzM2 in order to demonstrate progress.  In January, the legislature may come out and say they’re not giving it.  Member 
Busbee noted the benchmarks the students take are used as the yardstick to  show growth from the start to  the end.  Dr. 
Burdick agreed but it would pose the same challenge with AzM2 – students will be taking the benchmarks the end of  
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September - they’ve been in school for two months, one month online and one month in person (if we don’t end up having 
to shutdown).  Dr. Miller said the benchmark in December, as long as school is on a regular pace, would be a better 
indicator.  Dr. Burdick added that this is a mandate from the legislature that we have the September benchmark.  President 
Hill suggested eliminating that goal all together.  She added we want the kids to improve - it’s a new test, they had no 
benchmark in the spring, and there’s been three different versions of learning.  President Hill amended the motion to 
approve as presented with that bullet point (referencing the AzM2 test) to be removed.  Vice President Rich second.  
Motion passed unanimously with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; 
Member Busbee voting aye and Member Hatcher voting aye. 
 
6.3 Approval of Teacher Evaluation Documents for School Year 2020-2021:  Dr. Miller read the item and noted that 
the documents haven’t changed since the last approval.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Member 
Hatcher was concerned about Core Practice Five and Six and  what goes into that.  Dr. Miller said it has to do with data 
and setting school specific goals.  Member Hatcher noted it counted as 20% and the verbiage was to exceed expectations 
– she said that was a tall order this year.  Should would hate to see this become punitive.  Dr. Miller agreed and said there 
have been many discussions with principals in this area – it may be eliminated from the evaluation and they don’t know if 
they will be able to complete this area as the AzM2 is used.  Motion passed unanimously with President Hill voting aye; 
Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye and Member Hatcher voting aye. 

 
6.4 Approval of Principal Evaluation Documents for School Year 2020-2021:  Dr. Miller introduced the item.  This is 
similar to teacher evaluation process.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second. Motion passed unanimously 
with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye 
and Member Hatcher voting aye. 

 
6.5 Approval of Purchase of DBQ Online Access for School Year 2020-2021:  Dr. Miller introduced the item.  Member 
Busbee moved, Member Brown second.  Member Hatcher went online to look at this and asked if it was Arizona Standards 
based.  Dr. Miller said yes and it mirrors the high quality of the AP exam.  Motion passed unanimously with President Hill 
voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye and Member Hatcher 
voting aye. 

 
6.6 Arizona School Boards Association’s (ASBA) 2020-2021 Draft Political Agenda :  President Hill read the item.  
The political agenda was attached to the item for the Board to review.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich 
second.  Member Hatcher said there were some lofty items contained in the document.  President Hill said the local 
control and financing is great but then it goes beyond that.  There are some things she doesn’t agree with.  Member 
Busbee said she agreed with President Hill and noted that’s why some have abstained from participating because ASBA 
isn’t necessarily ideal for CCUSD.  Member Hatcher noted that the Board would be remiss not to have a voice.  The 
purpose of this is for legislation to change for education.  This is a comprehensive, state focused list.  Dr. Burdick 
suggested that the Board look at the large categories, with  the Roman numerals, and give direction to Member Hatcher 
based on that.  Vice President Rich said it was all or nothing – this is the platform they’re going to move forward with.  He 
asked the date of the Delegate Assembly.  Member Hatcher said it was October 17th and she’s good with the main 
categories.  Vice President Rich said CCUSD is in the minority and he was more inclined to let Member Hatcher go and 
exercise her own judgment.  Member Hatcher said the purpose was to advocate for education for the state.  Other public 
school districts and CCUSD want the same accountability for charter schools as they have.  Vice President Rich said 
ASBA is not concerned with our district, we’re not in the same boat.  They are concerned about a district in Tucson still 
receiving money for desegregated bussing for forty years and they’re not doing anything about it.  He said he was 
disappointed when he attended.  Those Board members who had attended the Delegate Assembly in the past felt it was 
wrong for CCUSD to weigh in on other districts’ items.  Vice President Rich reiterated that he trusted Member Hatcher’s 
judgment to represent the Board.  Member Hatcher said last time she attended she didn’t hesitate to ask questions or 
give her opinion.  President Hill said Member Hatcher knows the community and agreed to have Member Hatcher use 
her judgment – Member Busbee and Vice President Rich agreed.  Motion passed 4-1 with President Hill voting aye; Vice 
President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting no; Member Busbee voting aye and Member Hatcher voting aye. 
 
6.7 First and Final Reading of Policy KB – Parental Involvement In Education:  Dr. Miller introduced the item, noted 
this is a recommendation from  ASBA due to SB 1061 being added to ARS 15-249.  The additions to the policy are 
underlined.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Member Hatcher was concerned about the homework 
piece – if parents say they don’t want their students to do homework, or if the homework is not graded – is that ok?  
President Hill said this Policy had to be approved because it’s coming from the legislature.  Dr. Burdick added the CCUSD 
Board has a homework policy.  If a teacher has graded homework and a student doesn’t complete it, it is reflected in their 
grade.  Motion passed unanimously with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting 
aye; Member Busbee voting aye and Member Hatcher voting aye. 
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6.8 Approval of Purchasing Cooperative:  Mr. Leedy read the item.  He noted that being a member will benefit the 
District on bids and RFPs because they are secured for the group.  This will cover Staples and CCUSD does a lot of 
business with them.  Member Brown moved, Member Busbee second.  Motion passed unanimously with President Hill 
voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye and Member Hatcher 
voting aye. 

 
6.9 New Job Description for CSHS CTE Director:  Mr. Leedy introduced the item and read the item cover page.  
Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  President Hill asked if anyone is losing their current job.  Dr. Burdick 
said no.  Ms. Rochford retired.  Her job description has been combined with Ms. Haugen’s job description making it one 
job.  Member Brown asked if Ms. Haugen was in this position now.  Dr. Burdick said yes.  Motion passed unanimously 
with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye 
and Member Hatcher voting aye. 
 
6.10  Approval of Florida Virtual School for the Academy of Excellence for the 2020-2021 School Year: Dr. Miller 
introduced the item and read the item cover.  Currently K-5 is using Calvert part of Edemntum – it’s been one problem 
after another.  Teaching & Learning has been in contact with their  COO and CFO.  CCUSD needs to cut the cord to get 
a better product.  CCUSD is receiving a full refund of $123,000.  Florida Virtual costs $68,276 which will allow CCUSD to 
restore $50,000 to the budget.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Member Hatcher asked if the 
teachers know this is coming.  Dr. Miller said yes and so do the parents.  Member Hatcher asked if the transition time will 
be a Friday to Monday or will it be a longer period.  Dr. Miller said, if this is Board approved,  Teaching and Learning will 
have a discussion with Florida Virtual on Wednesday and offer training to teachers at the end of the week and hopefully 
transition over a two week period.  Calvert is working with CCUSD and is being left on until students complete their 
lessons.  Member Busbee asked if there would be any achievement or learning gaps.  Dr. Miller said she is hopeful that 
with Calvert left on, for students to complete any incomplete lessons, they can get plugged into Florida Virtual as soon as 
possible.  It won’t be an exact match but the students will be able to pick it up right where they left off, with a better 
experience.  Motion passed unanimously with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown 
voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye and Member Hatcher voting aye. 
 
7.   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
 
8.  UPCOMING CALENDAR:  Dr. Burdick reviewed the calendar 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT:  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Motion to adjourn passed unanimously 
with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye 
and Member Hatcher voting aye.  Meeting adjourned at 7:38pm 
 
Dated this 14th day of September, 2020 
Julia Scotto 
Mrs. Julia Scotto, Executive Assistant to 
Dr. Debbi Burdick, Superintendent & Governing Board 
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